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first in the arm-pit and then in the belly. The blood poured from his wounds and from his mouth, and he expired. His people at once dispersed, and the body was left disregarded where it lay, until at last a bishop, out of charity, performed for it the last necessary offices.1 The motive and the author of the murder were never discovered. Some suspected that Fredegundis herself had instigated the crime, through fear of her husband, who had found out her adulterous intercourse with Landeric. But this charge, at any rate, can scarcely be true. No one lost so much by the king's death as the king's widow.
So soon as she heard of the assassination, Fredegundis fled to Paris, carrying with her all her treasures and her little three-year-old son, Chlotochar.    Thence, after taking counsel with her advisers, she sent a message to Guntram of Burgundy: " Let my Lord come and take the kingdom of his brother.    I have a little child that I desire to place in his arms.    And, for myself, I submit to his rule." 2    Good-natured Guntram responded to her appeal, and undertook the regency of Neus-tria.    He gave his protection to Fredegundis and Chlotochar, and refused to   surrender  the  former  to   the vengeance of Childebert.    Fredegundis, for her part, soon took the measure of her champion, and had no scruple in playing on his simplicity.    A curious instance of this is related by Gregory of Tours.    "Guntram. protected Fredegundis, and often invited her to banquets, promising that he would be her sure defence. One day when they were together, the queen rose from table and said farewell to the king, who would have detained her, saying, ' Take something more/   But she said, ' Excuse me, I entreat you, my Lord, for it happens to me, according to the manner of women, that I must rise to be delivered of a child/ Whereat Guntram was stupefied, for he knew that it was but four months since she had brought a son into the world.   Nevertheless,  he allowed her to retire."3   After a time, however, Guntram seems to have suspected that he was being cajoled, for he dismissed Fredegundis from court, and compelled her to reside at a country estate at EueiL*
In 593 King Guntram died, leaving Childebert, whom he
had adopted, heir  to his kingdom.    Childebert thus became
ruler both of Austrasia and of Burgundy.    He was at this time
1 Greg. Tur. H. F. vi. 46.     2 Ibid. vii. 4, 5.    3 IUd. vii. 7.    4 Ibid. vii. 19.